Ice Fishing: Safety Activity Checkpoints

Ice fishing, the practice of fishing through a hole cut in the ice of a body of water, is a relaxing
wintertime activity—particularly in northern U.S. states. Ice anglers often sit on stools inside small ice
shanties, which provide shelter and warmth in cold temperatures. Shanties are typically made of wood
or plastic and are rented from sport-fishing outlets or made at home.
Know where to ice fish. Lakes and ponds tend to be best. Connect with your Girl Scout council for site
suggestions. Also, the Take Me Fishing Web site provides an online tool to select fishing locations by U.S.
location and water body. Consult state ice angler associations for information about ice fishing events
and resources.
Include girls with disabilities. Communicate with girls with disabilities and/or their caregivers to assess
any needs and accommodations. Learn more about the resources and information that Global Explorers,
National Center on Accessibility, and the National Center of Physical Activities and Disabilities provide to
people with disabilities.

Ice Fishing Gear
Basic Gear
 Snowsuit, warm coat, hat, and mittens
 Lightweight rubber gloves or hunting/fishing gloves
 Waterproof boots that protect against cold temperatures
 Flashlight and lantern
 Folding or portable chairs
 Cooler for storing fish (if intended for consumption)
Specialized Gear
 Fishing rod (1- to 3-foot rods are most common)

 Fishing tackle appropriate for the size and skill level of the participants and the type of fish to be
caught (and tackle box)
 Tools for removing hooks and cutting lines
 Shanty
 Ice auger (ice saw or chisel)
 Ice sled for pulling equipment
 Jigging rod/pole or tip-up to catch fish
 Ice bucket and scoop
 At least one graspable and throwable personal flotation device (Type IV buoyant cushion or ring
buoy or equivalent) is immediately available for each group on the water

Prepare for Ice Fishing










Plus one adult to each additional:
















On the Day of Ice Fishing








Ice Fishing Links







Ice Fishing Know-How for Girls



Ice Fishing Jargon




