Windows to the Past

1980 – 1989
Girls Scouts was founded in 1912 by Juliette Gordon
Low. In 1911, Juliette met Sir Robert Baden-Powell,
who introduced her to the Boy Scout and Girl Guide
movement. Juliette brought the movement back
to the United States and started the first troop on
March 12, 1912. The Windows to the Past program will
let your troop experience some of the activities that
Girl Scouts did during the decade we are working on.
Girls need to complete four activities to earn the
1980 – 1989 lapel pin that can be purchased at the
council shop.

Hey Dude, the 1980s brought forth many changes in the social, political and economic landscape of
America. Our values and our ways of thinking were challenged and changed. Women in the workplace
became common, even necessary for families to survive. Women made new strides in advancing their
careers; many women became the top money earners in their families. New technology altered the
structure of our daily lives. You could install a 10-foot wide satellite dish in your back yard to get lots of
TV channels or, if you were not home, you could even record programs on the new VCR (Video Cassette
Recorder). Games such as Hungry, Hungry Hippo and Trivia Pursuit were family favorites. An actor
(Ronald Reagan) became president and wearing a single sparkly glove was all the rage.
On the world stage, the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 brought East and West Germany together again, for
the first time since World War II. It also marked the end of the “Cold War” between the Soviet Union and
the western world. This opened up Eastern Europe to develop free market economies. While the standard
of living improved in Eastern Europe and the Far East, wars raged on in the Middle East and famine hit
Ethiopia. The famous Live Aid concert of 1985 raised funds for Ethiopian famine relief. The most famous
image from the 1980s is the 1986 explosion of NASA’s Challenger Space Shuttle, which killed all seven
astronauts aboard, including Krista MacAuliffe, a teacher and former Girl Scout.
To learn more about the history of Girl Scouts visit www.girlscouts.org.

What was going on in Girl Scouts during the 1980’s?
1980

The Gold Award becomes the highest award a Girl Scout can earn.

		

The Silver Award becomes the second highest award a Girl Scout can earn.

		
		

The Sign of the Rainbow, Sign of the Star, Sign of the Satellite and Bridge to Cadettes are
introduced into the Junior Girl Scout program.

1982

Edith Macy Conference Center is dedicated.

		

April 22 is established as Girl Scout Leader Day.

		

Lifetime memberships are offered to adults for the first time.

1983
		

The Juliette Gordon Low Federal Complex opens in Savannah, Georgia, the second federal
building to be named after a woman. 					

1984
GSUSA launches Daisy Girl Scouts for 5-year-old girls or girls in
		kindergarten.
		
		

National convention delegates vote to change the wording of
the Girl Scout Promise.

1985
The Contemporary Issues series is developed to help girls and
		
their families deal with serious social issues. The first, “Tune
		
into the Well-Being, Say No to Drugs,” is introduced in
		
collaboration with a project initiated by First Lady Nancy
		Reagan.
1986

Brownie Girl Scout Try-Its are introduced.

		The Contemporary Issues resources, “Staying Safe,” and “Preventing Child Abuse” are
		introduced.
		

The Sign of the World is introduced into the Junior Girl Scout program.

1987

“Tradition with a Future” is the theme of Girl Scoutings’ 75th anniversary.

		

The U.S. Post Office issues a stamp to commemorate GSUSA’s 75th anniversary.

What was going on in the world during 1980 – 1989?
		
		
		

As communication technology evolves through the 1980s, many prototypes are
introduced which would later go on to completely re-form the way we receive, share and
manage information:

•
			
•

A new technology evolves called bulletin boards; bulletin boards would later become
what we know as the Internet.
The post is introduced.

•
			

Video game arcades come into their own. The most popular
games are Space Invaders and Pac Man.

•
			
			

Cellular mobile phones are introduced. Early cell
phones are large and heavy and signal strength is
“hit or miss.”

		
		

The Pac- Man video game is released.

		
		

The US leads a boycott of the Summer Olympics in Moscow, because the USSR would not
withdraw troops from Afghanistan.

		
		
		

1980

The US beats the USSR in hockey at the Winter Olympics. This ““Miracle on Ice” is
immortalized in the 2004 movie “Miracle.”
Japan surpasses the US as the world’s largest automaker.

				
1981

U.S. President Ronald Reagan survives an assassination attempt.

		
		

Sandra Day O’Connor (a Girl Scout alumna) is the first woman appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

		

Britain’s Prince Charles marries Lady Diana Spencer.

		

AIDS (Auto Immune Deficiency Syndrome) is identified.

		

The IBM personal computer (PC) is invented.
MTV (Music Television) is launched.

1982
		

The film “E.T.” is released.
Michael Jackson releases Thriller, still the best-selling record of all time.
Vietnam War Memorial opens in Washington, D.C.
Popular television shows are “Cheers,” “Golden Girls,”  “Miami Vice”  and “Family Ties.”

1983
		

1984

Cabbage Patch Kids are popular dolls.
Sally Ride becomes the first American woman in space.

The PG-13 movie rating is introduced.

		
		

USSR leads a boycott of the Summer Olympics in Los Angeles in retaliation for the US
boycott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow.

		

The CD-ROM is invented.

		

The Apple Macintosh (MAC) computer is invented.

		

1985

A hole is discovered in the Earth’s ozone layer.

		
An American-French team led by Jean-Louis Michel and Robert Ballard found the RMS
		Titanic.
		

Microsoft invents the Windows program.

1986
		

The Challenger Space Shuttle explodes, killing all seven astronauts, including Christa
McAuliffe, a school teacher and Girl Scout alumna.

		

The Chernobyl Nuclear Accident occurs.

		

U.S. bombs Libya.

		

Fuji introduces the disposable camera.

		

The Fox Network is launched.

1987

DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) is first used to convict criminals.

		

The 3-D video game is invented.

		

Disposable contact lenses are invented.

		

“The Simpsons” first appear on “The Tracy Ullman Show. “

1988

U.S. shoots down an Iranian airliner.

		

Digital cellular phones are invented.

		

Christian Andreas Doppler invents Doppler Radar.

1989
		

The Berlin Wall falls, uniting East and West Berlin for the first time since the end of World
War II.
The Exxon Valdez tanker ship spills millions of gallons of oil on Alaskan coastline.

		

U.S. President George H.W. Bush announces that he doesn’t like broccoli.

		

High-definition television is invented.

Program
Complete four of these activities to earn your 1980-1989 lapel pin; adapt the activities to fit
your age level.

1
2
3

Gold and Silver Awards were introduced in 1980. Find a former Girl Scout
who earned either of these awards and ask her:
a. What did you have to do before you could start on your project?
b.		What was your project?
c. What did you learn about yourself when you earned this award?

A new age level of Girl Scouts, called Daisies, was added to the Girl Scout
Family. Daisy Scouts received an introduction to the program to come.
They focused on learning the Girl Scout Law and Promise. Review the Girl
Scout Law and complete two service projects that put the Girl Scout Law
into action. (For example: create a “turn off” sign to put by lights and water
faucets, in order to “use resources wisely.”)

In April of 1985 the aerospace proficiency badge, a membership star and the
Global Understanding Interest Project patch were flown on the US Space
Shuttle Discovery. The mission specialist for the flight, M. Rhea Seddon, was
a former Girl Scout. Watch a space launch in person, on television, or on the
Web. Find out what kind of space vehicle or satellite was launched and why.
Visit NASA’s Web site www.nasa.gov and find out what missions are underway
or planned for the future.

4
5

The Brownie Girl Scout Try-It Game featured Try-It patches, noncompetitive
recognitions received by Brownie Girl Scouts to symbolize participation, not
performance, in selected activities. Try something new, it could be cooking,
roller skating, building a bookshelf, whatever is new to you.

The Contemporary Issues series was developed in the 1980s to help girls and
their families deal with the serious social issues. The first, “Tune In to Well Being,
Say No to Drugs,” was introduced in collaboration with a project initiated by First
Lady Nancy Reagan.
Find out about First Lady Michelle Obama’s “Let’s Move!” Challenge at
www.letsmove.gov.

Or

6

Discuss contemporary issues that are affecting you —such as bullying, peer
pressure, alcohol use—with your troop or parents. (A “sensitive issues permission
form” must be signed by a parent in order to allow discussion at a troop meeting.)

Video games and MTV became popular in the 1980s. Play a classic 80’s game such
as Pac Man or Space Invaders or create your own music video.

