Windows to the Past

1990 – 1999
Girls Scouts was founded in 1912 by Juliette Gordon
Low. In 1911, Juliette met Sir Robert Baden-Powell,
who introduced her to the Boy Scout and Girl Guide
movement. Juliette brought the movement back
to the United States and started the first troop on
March 12, 1912. The Windows to the Past program will
let your troop experience some of the activities that
Girl Scouts did during the decade we are working on.
Girls need to complete four activities to earn the
1990 – 1999 lapel pin that can be purchased at the
council shop.

The decade of the 1990s is generally acknowledged as the beginning of “The Information Age,” when
technologies such as the personal computer, the Internet and email became widely used by the general
public, not just academics and scientists. Living standards continued to rise as countries in Eastern
Europe, Eastern Asia and Latin and South America embraced democratic governments. In the United
States, tragedy struck when a domestic terrorist bombed the Federal Building in Oklahoma City and two
high school students in Colorado killed other students, a teacher and themselves.
To learn more about the history of Girl Scouts visit www.girlscouts.org.

What was going on in Girl Scouts during the 1990’s?
1990
		

The Girl Scout Survey on the Beliefs and Moral Values of America’s Children (January 1990)
shows that girls in Girl Scouting were less likely to cheat on tests.

		
		

Nearly four million Girl Scouts, girls and adult leaders, tackle illiteracy alongside First Lady
Barbara Bush in the Right to Read service project.

		
		

In the early 1990s, two licensed bakers supply local Girl Scout councils with cookies for girls
to sell. Eight varieties are now available, including low fat and sugar-free selections.

		
		

The Underground Girl Scout movement in Eastern Europe openly petitions to rejoin the
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS).

1991

Pax Lodge opens in London, replacing Olave House, to become the newest WAGGGS
World Center. Pax Lodge provides facilities for international trainings, seminars, and
conferences

Barbara Bush

1992
Girl Scouts of the USA moves national headquarters from 830 Third Avenue (which it had
		
occupied since November 1957) to its current location at 420 Fifth Avenue in New York 		
		City.
		
		
		
		

A Georgia non-profit organizations honors Juliette
Low as one of the first Georgia Women of
Achievement. A bust of Juliette Low is displayed in
the State Capitol.

		
		

The Girl Scout Think Tank on Pluralism recommends a
broad strategy for pluralism in the next triennium.

1993
		

Girl Scouts Beyond Bars, the first and only motherdaughter prison visitation program, begins.

GSUSA Headquarters, New York, NY

1993 cont.
GSUSA commissions Strength in Diversity: Toward a Broader Understanding of Racial and
		
Ethnic Diversity in Girl Scouting, a study designed to help expand outreach to underserved
		communities.
		
		
		
		

The Daisy Girl Scout uniform is updated. The Daisy uniform keeps the original blue tunic
with knee socks, and adds a long- or short-sleeved white t-shirt with puffed screen print
and shorts. The t-shirts are worn with either the tunic or shorts. (An official Daisy Girl Scout
cap, bright yellow with a blue visor, had been introduced in 1985.)

		
		
		
		
		
		

New Brownie Girl Scout uniform separates are introduced. The light blue chambray shirt
is worn with the one-piece floral top culotte jumper, cocoa brown pants, or knit skirt.
The light yellow knit top or the Try-It t-shirt is worn with the knit skirt, pants, shorts, or
jumper. A western-look belt, light yellow cotton webbing tie, and cocoa brown beanie with a
blue embroidered elf emblem complete the outfit. Brownie Girl Scouts chose either a vest
or a sash for their insignia.

					
1994
		
		
		

Girl Scouting experiences a renewed emphasis on physical fitness
with a new health and fitness national service project. Be Your Best is
developed to promote different ways of being healthy, keeping fit,
and eating right.

		
		
		
		
		

The new official Junior Girl Scout uniform features bold styling, bright
colors, and coordinating separates. The white blouse with jade green
“GS” scatter print is worn with either a jade green culotte, skirt, or
shorts, and an insignia sash or vest. The brown simulated-leather belt features jade green 		
top stitching.

		
		
		

A permanent exhibit , titled “…for all the girls,” is installed at the Girl Scout National Historic
Preservation Center in New York City. The exhibit displays vintage uniforms, publications,
and memorabilia.

1995
		
		
		
		

The official uniform components of the new Cadette and Senior Girl Scout uniforms
include a royal blue skirt or walking shorts, a white blouse with royal blue, yellow, and green
stripes with short or long sleeves, a bandana, and an insignia vest or sash. The uniform is
worn with a simulated leather belt with royal blue top stitching and a royal blue baseball cap
with the initials “GS” in white.

		
		
		
		
		
		

The adult uniform is updated, finely tailored, and designed to mix and match. A modified
A-line skirt, dress pants, or walking shorts in evergreen are worn with a wheat-colored longsleeved blouse or wheat-colored multi-design shirt. An evergreen jacket completes the
outfit. For a more informal look, evergreen casual pants or culottes are worn with a
wheat-colored mock turtleneck, short-sleeved cotton sweater, or t-shirt. The turtleneck,
sweater, and t-shirt are all embroidered with “Girl Scouts.”

.
1996

Girl Scouts roll out the GirlSports initiative.

1997

Girl Scouts participate in the Linking Girls to the Land project.

1998
		
		
		

GSUSA licenses three bakers to produce cookies. GSUSA also
introduces official age-appropriate awards for Brownie, Junior,
Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts for participating in cookie
activities, including an annual Girl Scout Cookie Activity Pin,

				
		

with requirements featured in an activity guide.

1999
		

Girl Scouts pursue federal funding for P.A.V.E. The Way (Project AntiViolence in Education). Funding is received in 2000-2001.

		
		

Connie Matsui is elected as the first Asian- American National
Girl Scout President.

Connie Matsui

What was going on in the world during 1990 – 1999?
1990

Tim Berners-Lee develops the World Wide Web.

		

Iraq invades Kuwait, beginning the Persian Gulf War

		
		

Nelson Mandela, leader of the African National Congress, is released
after 27 years of imprisonment.

		

The Hubble Space Telescope is launched.

		

East and West Germany are unified as one nation.

		

The first McDonald’s restaurant opens in Moscow.

		

The teenage drama series “Beverly Hills 90210” premiers on NBC.

1991
		

The United States and its allies launch “Operation Desert Storm” in
the Gulf War.		

Nelson Mandela

South Africa’s remaining apartheid laws are repealed.
Failed coup against Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev helps bring
about dissolution of USSR.
The Soviet Union breaks up into independent republics; the Commonwealth of
Independent States is formed.

		
		
1992

The Disney Renaissance, which began with the release of the
animated film “The Little Mermaid ” in 1989, continues with the
release of “Beauty and the Beast.” Walt Disney Animation Studios
would continue to produce blockbuster films based on well-known
stories throughout the decade, films such as “Alladin,” “The Lion
King, “Pochohontas,” “ The Hunchback of Notre Dame” and Tarzan.”
Jean Armour Polly coins the phrase “surfing the Internet.”

		
		

Democrat Bill Clinton, governor of Arkansas, is elected 42nd 		
President of the United States.

		

War breaks out in Bosnia–Herzegovina.

		
The Earth Summit, a conference on environment and development, is held in Rio de
		
Janeiro. Participants adopt an agenda for action to achieve sustainable development
		worldwide.

1993

A reported 15 million people are connected to the Internet.

		

The World Trade Center in New York is bombed by terrorists.

		
		

Britain’s and Ireland’s Prime Ministers sign the Northern Ireland
peace pact.

		

Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) sign a peace agreement.

1994
		

Bitter conflict between Tutsis and Hutus in West Africa leads to genocide of more than
500,000 people in 100 days.

		

“The Chunnel,” a tunnel under the English Channel, opens, linking Britain and France.

		

Nelson Mandela becomes President of South Africa.

		

The situation comedy “Friends” and medical drama “ER” both debut on NBC.

		
1995

A devastating earthquake hits Kobe, Japan.

		

The federal building in Oklahoma City is gutted by car bomb.

		

An Ebola virus epidemic breaks out in Zaire.

		

Israel Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is assassinated at a peace rally.

		
		

The United Nation’s Framework Convention on Climate Change is adopted, promoting bio
diversity, rainforest preservation and efforts to address climate change.

1996
		

The US Space Shuttle Atlantis docks with Russian Space
Station Mir.

		
		

The Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty is signed by the US,
UK, Russia, France, China and Australia.

1997

British scientists successfully clone “Dolly” the sheep.

		

Hong Kong returns to Chinese rule.

		

Diana, Princess of Wales, dies in car crash in Paris.

		
		

Many industrialized nations sign the Kyoto Protocol, an agreement to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in order to combat global warming.

		

NASA’s Mars Pathfinder lands on Mars.

		
		

Mother Teresa, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for her work
with the poor of Calcutta, dies.

		
		
		

British Author J.K. Rowlings publishes “Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone,” the first in the seven-book series that
would revolutionize children’s literature.

1998
Factions in Northern Ireland sign the Good Friday Peace
		Agreement.
		

India and Pakistan test nuclear weapons.

1998 cont.
		
1999

The Millennium Dome is completed in Greenwich, London.
The US and Britain launch air strikes against Iraq
The world’s population reaches six billion.

¤

		

Eleven member states of the European Union introduce a single currency, the Euro.

		

NATO launches air assaults on Serbia to end attacks against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.

		

Northern Ireland begins self-rule.

		

People of East Timor vote for independence from Indonesia.

		
Lance Armstrong wins his first Tour de France bicycle race, shortly after beating testicular
		cancer.

Program
Complete four of these activities to earn your 1990-1999 lapel pin; adapt the activities to fit
your age level.

1

2

Pax Lodge

Pax Lodge opened in London becoming the newest
WAGGGS World Center.
Complete the following five steps:
1.

Find out what Pax Lodge is.

2.

How many guests can it accommodate?

3.

How is it used?

4.

What building did it replace?

5.

Share your findings with a troop or with girls 		
you know.

Girl Scouts “Where Girls Grow Strong”

In 1999 GSUSA developed the tag line “Where Girls
Grow Strong.” It was designed to follow the words
Girl Scouts on all Girl Scout letters and publications.
A tag line is used to clarify what an organization does.
GSUSA wanted the world to know that girls grew into
strong confident women by participating in the Girl
Scout Program.
As an individual girl or as a troop design a new tag line
for Girl Scouts. Think of a tag line that would meet
the following criteria:
•

Tell the world what Girl Scouting does.

•

Inspire a girl to join Girl Scouts.

•

Be able to be used for more than five years.

3
4
5

The Internet

Before the 1990’s the Internet was in development and was used
mainly by scientists, researchers and universities. In the mid 1990s
the Internet became available to the public worldwide. Find out how
the internet went public in the 1990s.
Research the following information on the Internet:
1.

Who coined the phrase “surfing the Internet”?

2.

List three of the first internet service providers (ISPs).

3.

What is the World Wide Web (www) and why was it 		
developed?

4.

List as many ways as you can think of that you use the
internet today. Then determine if you would have been able
to use the Internet in the 1990’s to do all the same things you
do today.

5.

How would your life be different if the Internet did not exist?

6.

Look up the Girl Scout Internet Safety Pledge and complete
it with your family.

Thin Mint Ice Cream

In 1998 the Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream Company introduced Girl Scout
Thin Mint Cookie Ice Cream. The limited-edition treat was offered
nationally from March through August of 1998.
ACTIVITY
See if you can come up with as great a combination as Girl Scout Thin
Mint cookies and vanilla ice cream.
•

Develop the perfect combination of your choice of Girl Scout
Cookie and your choice of ice cream.

•

Present your creation to family or friends for their input.

•

Bonus Activity

•

If you really want to get into an original creation, learn how to
make your ice cream from scratch.

Linking Girls to the Land

In 1997 Linking Girls to the Land was started it is an interagency partnership
between GSUSA’s Elliott Wildlife Values Project and federal natural
resource agencies. This initiative encourages girls to become involved
in conservation and natural resource issues on a national and local level
through career exploration, outdoor recreation, environmental education
and volunteer service programs.
Research Linking Girls to the Land and complete one of the patch
programs. Information can be found at www.girlscouts.org

6

Design Your Ideal Girl Scout Uniform

From 1993-95 every level of Girl Scout uniform was updated to fit the needs of girls.
Design your own Girl Scout uniform for the level of Girl Scout you currently are. Use the
template below to make your design. Share your design with other girls to get their input.

